
>Andrews, a machinist by trade, made everything necessary to 

adapt the 215 to its new role as a chain saw engine. His side of the 

saw features [trom left] a handle with kill switch, a 'Ie-gallon fuel 

tank,Auto Meteroil pressure and water temperature gauges with 

warning lights, a Holley fuel pump, an MSO 6AL ignition, an Auto 

Meter tach with memory, and a right handle with thumb throttle. 

Note that there is no water pump; Andrews leaves the jackets filled 

with a 50/50 mix of water and antifreeze. That's good enough forthe 

warm-up and cut. "Actually, getting Ittoo hot isn't the problem," he 

says. "It's getting it hot enough, especially in cold weather." 

> Look familiar? Those are the cogs and belt commonly used to 

drive a supercharger on Alcohol, Funny Car, and Top Fuel engines. The 

saw's jackshaft is overdriven 2:1 for speeds as high as 18,000 rpm. 

Typically, Andrews removes the drivebelt to warm the engine, then 

shuts it off, reinstalls the belt and cover, and gets ready to rip. 

>The Predator fires courtesy of a GM high-torque mini starter 

and an Interstate HOT ROD battery, natch. One-and-a-half-inch 

zoomies were hand-fabbed by Andrews. , 
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> The lift partner's side is dominated by a hand-fabbed drive cover 

attached by common Ozus fasteners. Note that the right handle is also 

equipped with a kill switch. Andrews points out that although handling 

the saw would seem treacherous, it's very safe, since there are no mov­

ing parts to get snagged on, and both he and his helper are out of harm's 

way if a rod lets go or the chain snaps. Incidentally, Andrews has only 

snapped one chain; a piece of it was found 1. 5 miles away in a hotel park­

ing lot-no joke. If the chain breaks as it rOlJlnds a sprocket or nose roller, 

the effect is similar to a bUllwhip-it can actually go supersonic. 

> It seems appropriate that the Predator is fitted with a Predator car­

buretor, but it's actually a happy coincidence. Andrews tried more com­

mon carburetors first but found that the Predator was the only one that 

could provide crisp throttle response even when tilted on its side. 

>The Predator's crew consists mainly of [tram left) Keith Hill, Cowboy 

Shawn Morrison, owner Robert Andrews, Kevin Lyons, and Oale Smith 

[not pictured). HRM 


