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       North Queensland’s Tree Doctors

LOPPING: BAD FOR YOU AND YOUR TREE
[image: image2.png]People often confuse the word lopping with pruning, lopping means the indiscriminate cutting of branches or limbs with no regard to the physical structure or biological function of the tree. Whereas pruning in accordance with the Australian Standard for Pruning of Amenity Trees AS4373 ®, is the removal of sustainable volumes of living leaves and branches, with cuts in locations determined by the structure and function of the tree.
When your tree is lopped large wounds are created away from proper unions that the tree cannot properly close, these large open wounds become perfect sites for insect and fungal pests to enter the tree.     
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Once lopped the tree has to replace the energy producing leaves that it has lost, however this epicormic regrowth is very weakly attached to only the outer bark of the remaining limbs, and as such is extremely prone to failure as it grows bigger and heavier.   

The weakness of these epicormic shoots that are not connected to the internal structure of the limbs is made worse by the tendency for rots to develop in the lopping cuts.     
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   Lopping stimulates such rapid epicormic regrowth that in less than 12 months the tree will have grown beyond the size it was before. Worse than that the regrowth is more dangerous than normal healthy branch structures and is far more likely to fail in extreme weather events.                       
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The single most damaging thing we can do to the canopy of any tree is to have it lopped; it causes a variety of problems in the trees, and ultimately causes problems for the homeowner. Generally it seems that trees are lopped when they have out grown their location, are seen as a nuisance due to their leaves or blossom, or a hazard (often mistakenly) by those living under their canopy. It is a sad fact that after paying someone to damage their trees, homeowners are left with more serious problems than they started with.
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Large healthy trees are not automatically going to be hazardous to the people who live beneath them, even during a storm event. If you are worried about large trees near your property get a qualified Arborist to look at them and to advise you on the best way to manage the trees. 
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