Accidents, Injuries and Near Misses in Arboriculture
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This list has been compiled for all aspects of the professional arboriculture crew, bringing injuries to a more personal level, rather than bland saftey protocols.

These are all ‘interent published’ incidents, so please take the time to publish your injuries or NEAR MISSES with useful detail, its likeley you’ll save someone else the pain you experienced.
Email me a clear-cut sumary of your tree accident/ near miss on paul.darrington@hotmail.com, (please put ‘arboriculture’ in the subject line).
Thankyou - Paul Darrington
Ground worker killed by tree falling off course, he was running when he was hit – obviously standing in the hazard zone. Ensure all workers are standing well clear of the hazard zone when felling a tree. Ensure pulling ropes are held at 1 ½ times the height of the tree.

Man hit in the face by chain breaking, when attempting to tow a heavy trailer out of a ditch. The man was 16ft away from the towing point, yet was still hit. 

Caution when towing any machinery with chain or rope, ensure everyone is WELL clear of the hazard zone.

Thumb sliced open through leather gloves, after reaching forward to move branch while chain still spinning down.

Climber almost lost finger in trying to grab a cut branch. 

- Caution: always let chain stop spinning completley before grabbing branch. Or rope branch off, to prevent falling.

Saw cut through branch & landed on forearm, whilst climber was attempting cut and grab.

Climber severed finger whilst quickly reaching to move rigging rope, whilst cutting.

Always check ropes have enough slack to be clear of saw, always avoid using the climbing saw one handedly – be confident & precise about your cuts, so that you don’t need one hand on the branch.

Tripped over branch, squeezed trigger as fell, left hand almost cut by chain. 

– a common accicent. Trips cannont be prevented, but pedantic use of the chainbrake will make tripping injury free. 

Experienced Arborist killed while felling a tree, when a rope supporting the tree snapped. 

The tree somehow fell on him.

Inexperienced woker hit by branch, when felling a dead/decayed tree, with branches entagled with neighbouring tree, on a slope (atempting to fell it up hill, where its lean was). 

He finished his backcut, and it started over. It started over bad, about 90* from where he wanted it, but it still looked okay. Then, just as it was going over, the limbs on one side caught some other limbs from a neighboring tree (it was a real dense, snaggy mess in the area), and the trunk twisted on the stump. All at once what little bit of hinge the hollow trunk allowed disintegrated, it rotated/slid off the stump, and ended up coming back, falling downhill. When my buddy had seen it start to fall bad, he had backed up (down the hill) a fair distance. When it started to twist and the hinge broke, he dropped the saw and started sprinting downhill. I was perfectly safe where I was, but I could see the whole thing and it wasn't good; the tree was falling right toward him and he was running straight away from it. I screamed at him to run to the side, but in the stress of the moment, he just kept running straight. When the tree fell, one of the very top branches caught him in the head and hammered him into the ground. He was maybe 6' from having it miss him completely. I ran down to where he was laying.

Experienced Arborist plummeted 12 metres to his death while felling a a maple tree.

He had tied in and made a v-notch up in the tree when something went wrong, Bill said. 

"It was actually rotten where he had tied in, so when the pressure was put on the winch to pull it in the direction of the notch, because it was so rotten, it just kind of snapped off and just fell," he explained. "He was tied to the piece that fell so it drove him down." 

- always check for rotten limbs, and always try to have a tie in point on a separate limb, such as a climbing line.

Man suffered broken neck, whilst falling a dead tree. When he cut it the top broke out and hit him about the hair line on his head and ripped across his face ripping his lip in half. He was lucky.

Man killed by ‘widow maker’ (dead limb) falling from tree, whilst pushing tree over in a dozer. 

- this is very common. Always check for dead branches in tree before comencing job – groundies much be especially cautious. 

Near miss from falling limb. A climber had started a cut, but then decided he wanted to rope the branch. Whilst the groundie was throwing him the rope, the branch snapped, luckily missing him. – if ever in this situation, ensure the ground crew are fully aware of the half cut branch.

Man wearing spurs on the ground, looses balance while throwing line into tree, spikes his ankle through pants & boot. 

- Make the spikes the last thing you put on before beginning a removal, and the first thing you take off when you hit the ground. you only want to take a couple steps to the tree, and climb. Ropes already set, everything thats going up with you already in reach, then put the spikes on.

Spidar bites are common, Snakes & Goanna’s are common but attacks may not be. 

– always good to have a climbing line, rather than just flip lines alone, so as you can quickly jump off the limb your on.

Hand was pulled into chain by a loose thread on glove, serious hand lacerations were sustained.

- always check your gloves.

A trainee Arborist had his hand broken and split open by a heavy limb that impacted his hand against another section of tree trunk. “The accident occoured at the end of the day, when the I was exhausted, and had not given enough thought to the rigging, before making the cut. There was to much tension on the rigging line, causing the piece of trunk to suddenly swing back at me unexpectedly whilst cutting. The chainsaw was knocked out of my hand, as my hand ‘cushioned’ the piece of trunk between other section of tree trunk.

I had not given the rigging enough thought beforehand, and should have attached a pull line, and put slack on the rigging line. Had I been more experienced in rigging, and given more time to thinking about the mechanics of the rigging, this injury would have been prevented.” 

- take two before cutting.


A pregnant woman allegedly bashed a tree sergeon because she could not stand the noise of his chainsaw. Police alleged Rose harassed the wokers for several days as they felled trees in Waterloo, Sydney. On friday morning she punched a worker before returning minutes later with a metal pole. She took a hard swing with the pole causing a second tree worker to collapse only narrowly missing the chainsaw. He was allegedly struck again while on the ground and was taken to prince alfred hospital with serious head and neck injuries. When police arrived rose, who says she is of aboriginal descent allegedly threatened them with poles, she was refused bail
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A 25-year-old male tree feller died of head injuries sustained when he was struck by a limb which had snapped off of the tree he was felling as the tree impacted the ground. He was in the process of felling a yellow poplar approximately 90 feet tall, on a 35% grade slope.

The tree was non-typical in that it had a large, 65-foot-long limb which was 18 feet above the ground. The limb was pointing directly downhill, which was also the direction of the felling. After making the final cut, the victim retreated approximately 21 feet uphill from the stump. 

The victim was hit on the back of the head as it flipped back uphill towards the logger. A dozer operator discovered the victim shortly after the incident first aid and CPR. Victim died the next day.1998

- An unusal accident. Always atempt to fully assess hazards before felling, thinking through all possibilities you can.

A worker is in a serious condition after his head was crushed between a truck & chipper/trailer. The 27-year-old man was re-positioning a wood chipper on a steep road when it rolled and pinned him between it and the truck.

"The trailer, which had been parked at the top of a hill, rolled down the hill and pinned him up against a truck by his head," He suffered a serious skull fracture and a possible eye injury.

-  Be extra cautious when working on slopes, try to have chocks in place more than one person manuvering heavy equipement. Always avoid having anyone in between heavy machinery.

A helmet prevented a work accident from being a more serious, when a 21-year-old groundie was struck on the head while he worked as a tree lopper last Wednesday. The branch cracked the man’s helmet. 

He was knocked to the ground and was briefly unconscious, the man had some neck pain and had trouble remembering what happened. 

- ALWAYS keep hardhats on, always be aware of what the climbers doing, through effective communication. Don’t try to work while the climber is cutting, its not worth the time.

Man killed while felling tree alone on his property.

 He was cutting down a tree alone in the bush, when his chain saw ran out of fuel, he left the tree, to get fuel for the chain saw, turned his back, and the tree fell on top of him, killing him.

- Never turn back on a half cut tree or branch, all it takes is a change in the wind. Always refuell before starting to fell the tree. 

A trainee arborist has suffered spinal injury after falling from a tree west of Brisbane.

It is believed the teenager was being shown how to lop branches when he fell.

- Always take training new climbers very seriously, they must be confident in climbing, before using chainsaw. Trainees are often overconfident & eager to start the ‘real work’. Remind them of all the accidents that DO happen.

A 24-year-old man cutting a Palm tree frond/branch while standing on an aluminum ladder was electrocuted Monday afternoon when the branch fell onto a powerline, he fell 20 feet to the ground.
- Never trim trees in proximity of any sort of powerline, until the power has been professionally isolated. Always secure you ladder with a flip line and remember that trees do coduct electricty!

An off-duty Police Officer died in a tree-trimming accident at home, who was working with a chainsaw about 15 feet above his yard. A large branch snapped, somehow causing a safety harness to "pin his neck against the tree. 

- Untrained amateurs and trainees are at most risk, always analyse all possibilities before you make your cuts. 

A trainee died during a level two chainsaw certificate course, while he was performing the back cut, of a tree felling exercise. The trunk of the tree splintered, causing the tree to strike and pin him against another tree. This may have been a ‘Barber Chair’ accident – See image on left. 

- An obstacle behind you, such as another tree is a hazard that should be identified. 

Tree’s prone to Barber Chair splitting, are sometimes identifiable.

- Inadvertadley cutting a ‘Dutchman’ is a prime cause of Barber Chair splitting. 
(see the Resources list at end of document, for a link to Barber Chair splitting)
A tree climber had a near miss when cutting the head of a White Oak, when the trunk split; 

“When I got up the second lead and start to blow the top at around the 45' mark the lead starts to hinge and then splits down the shaft. I am tied in with 2 fliplines one is steel core and I get pulled into the back of my cut. Thinking quick i hit the chainbrake, threw my saw (that is tethered to my saddle) and as my stomach was getting crushed to the stalk I kicked my spikes out and slid 6' down, allowing the lead to break away and not pull me into the tree any more.”

A 41 year old landscaper helping to fell a tree was killed when a limb fell from 50 foot onto his head. 

- Possibly not wearing hard hat, not disclosed what caused limb to fall

A 27-year-old Tree Trimmer was on a 40ft ladder trimming a palm tree, when his pole saw accidentally touched a power cable. He fell to his death. 

A 48 year old man was killed when a crane toppelled over on top of him. The crane was being used to lift a large section of tree. 

- Always work well within the saftey margin when predicting weights & distances for cranes. Better to take smaller pieces than massive ones.

A man was critically injured when a treetop fell on him, which severed his spine and crushed his chest. He had bent down to fix his saw when the top of a birch tree came barreling down. 

- Never take your eyes of a half cut tree or branch.

A DIY tree feller suffered substaincial nerve damage, after being pinned by a Spruce tree he had felled. 

The tree possibly fell incorectly before it rolled downhill ontop of him. – Always stay UPHILL.

A 24yr old man was killed after being struck by a tree that he was cutting for firewood. 

It fell incorectly, he ran, but didn’t make it.

- felling trees is an art & science, especially without the use of a tensioned pull line/tag line.

A tree trimmer cut a branch that contacted a powerline below him. The power line electrified and heated the tree, if the man would have tried to climb down, he would have been electrocuted. The electricity was eventually turned off, he climbed down without injury. The DIY man had no saftey gear on at all! 


A 40-year-old man was cutting fronds when he became trapped by the fronds. Firefighters heard the man yelling when they arrived but could not see him. The man had secured a safety line around the tree, but became pinched against it by cut fronds that created rings that weighed down the line. 
Trimmers have been known to be asphyxiated in such instances because the safety line becomes a hazard that traps the trimmers.

- Trimming Palm fronds from the bottom up can be dangerous.

Another trimmer died when the butt end of a heavy frond became wedged between in his harness, & applied so much pressure that it suffocated him.

33yr old severed artery after cutting his leg with chainsaw, possibly not a professional.

- Chaps are a must have!

Logger cuts a loaded regrowth limb, which springs back & breaks his nose. No serious damage, lots of blood.

Arborist climbs a dead pine, tree falls with him in it, broken back.

Left tree half cut, to refuell saw.

“I was felling a 30 metre tall white spruce when my saw ran out of gas before finishing the backcut. Thinking I still had lots of hingewood left I left the tree standing and walked over to my gas can to refuel, on the way back to the tree I walked out to do a little limbing/topping on previously felled tree near the hazardous half cut tree. A gust of wind blew the cut one down missing me by less then a metre!”

- don’t leave any half-cut tree to chance, it could be half rotted. Just think about the torque/moment produced when a gust of wind blows on a tall tree.

A well experienced chainsaw carver died after inadvertantly cutting his throat with a chainsaw that he was using to create his artwork. 

A Hispanic male tree trimmer died after he was pulled into a wood chipper while feeding branches into the machine. The wood chipper had a feed control bar located on the top and both sides of the feed chute.

A DIY tree pruner was swept off an extension ladder by a branch, despite having a pull rope to pull the branch in the right direction. He fell 15 feet, breaking his back, collar bone and pelvis. A rib also punctured his lung.
- He had no flipline / pole strap around the tree.

Man hurt as bucket truck arm collapses 
A Framingham, Massachusetts, man was in a good condition at a Boston hospital November 2, 2009, after falling from a bucket truck while pruning trees at a residence in Holliston, Mass. Brian Brackett, 47, was flown by MedFlight helicopter to the hospital after the boom on the aerial lift truck failed. The lifting arm broke at the joint, sending the bucket he was working in crashing to the ground, according to the MetroWest Daily News.
Brackett was pruning a row of pine trees lining the driveway for his father’s landscaping company. The daughter of the homeowner said she was inside when the accident happened and didn’t come outside until she saw emergency vehicles. She said that she was told Brackett had jumped out of the bucket as it was falling to avoid being crushed. 

Federal OSHA conducted an investigation. The American National Standards Institute mandates that bucket trucks be inspected annually by a qualified inspector. The truck that failed was a 1980s-model. 

Submitted by Barbara Mulhern. 
  

Worker Injured in fall from Redwood 
A tree trimmer fell 40 feet from a redwood tree in Monte Rio, California, November 3, 2009. The 42-year-old man was flown by medical helicopter to Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital. His name and the extent of his injuries weren’t available, according to The Press Democrat. Rescuers were not sure how he fell, as his safety belt was still on. He appeared to have fallen straight down on his feet, and then slid onto his back, according to one safety official. 

* Submitted by Paul M. Mautz, CTSP, Southfield, Michigan. 
  

Tree Trimmer dies after fall 
A man who fell 20 to 30 feet while cutting a tree in Harwich, Massachusetts, November 4, 2009, died from his injuries after he was flown to a Boston hospital. Kerry Connors, 58, of Dennis, fell from either a ladder or the tree and was conscious and lying on the ground when rescue crews arrived, according to the Cape Cod Times. He died within a few hours of the accident.* 

  

Worker killed in struck-by 
A 26-year-old man working with a tree service company to cut down a tree in Allentown, Pennsylvania, was fatally injured November 4, 2009, when a heavy tree limb fell on his head. Christopher Rhudy of Topton, Berks County, was hit as he stood beneath the bucket of an aerial lift while the other worker was sawing a piece of the tree, according to The Morning Call. 

Rhudy was taken to Lehigh Valley Hospital-Cedar Crest, where he was pronounced dead.* 

  

Park employee killed in struck-by 
A state park maintenance worker performing trail maintenance was killed November 4, 2009, when a tree fell on him at a park in Manalapan, Monmouth County, New Jersey. The 36-year-old man was one of two maintenance employees cutting down a tree on which a dead tree had fallen at Monmouth Battlefield State Park in Manalapan. The dead tree fell, striking the one worker on the head, according to www.nj.com.* 

  

Man killed trimming tree with dad 
A California, Kentucky, man was killed November 8, 2009, in a tree-trimming accident on his family’s farm. James Allen “Jimmy” Kelley, 41, was trimming a tree with his father when the tree kicked back, pinning him between the tree and a backhoe, according to The Enquirer and news.cincinnati.com. He died at the scene. His wife and their four children survive him.* 

  

Two tree trimmers shot, one dies 
Two tree trimmers were shot, one fatally, November 09, 2009, in West Palm Beach, Florida, victims of an apparent robbery attempt. The two contract workers were trimming trees along power lines behind a home when the homeowner saw one fall from a ladder about 3:20 p.m. When deputies arrived, they realized it wasn’t an electrocution, but a shooting, and a second man was also wounded. He was taken to St. Mary’s Medical Center where he was in critical condition, according to The Palm Beach Post. 

Two men approached the workers in the back yard, an altercation took place and shots were fired, according to witness accounts. One neighbor said he was working in his back yard when he heard the shots. He talked to a third worker at the home who was not injured. 

The neighbor saw one man laying on the ground and then heard somebody say “Run.” 

The worker reportedly told the neighbor that two young men came up to the tree workers demanding money. The workers said they had none, as they were working, and the two suspects began shooting. 

The man taken to the hospital had been hit in the chest and the other man was not moving, according to the witness. The tree truck was still parked in front of the home as detectives investigated the scene. 

  

Inmate dies cutting trees 
A state inmate being held in a local detention center died November 11, 2009, in an accident while on work detail in Jessamine County, Kentucky. John Michael Hager, 35, of Jessamine County, was part of a crew of inmates clearing brush near the Kentucky River. Hager was using a chain saw to cut a tree when the tree split, fell onto some branches, then bounced back and fell onto him. Hager was pronounced dead at the scene, according to the Lexington Herald-Leader and www.kentucky.com. 

Hager was one of four inmates, along with a supervisor and state road workers, who were working at the scene.* 

  

Tree trimmer electrocuted 
A tree trimmer was killed in Rogers, Arkansas, November 12, 2009,when he was electrocuted while trimming trees near Beaver Lake. 

Philip Vilella, 42, died instantly when his upper body apparently touched a power line, according to a WXTV Channel 15 report. Vilella was in a utility bucket 25 to 30 feet high when he touched a main distribution line for the neighborhood where he was working. 

Rescuers had to wait about 15 minutes for power to be shut off before they could lower the bucket to assess and try to assist Vilella, according to KSFM Channel 5. 

Man dies while cutting down tree 

James White was working with his son, Jerry, to cut down trees at a home in Jeffersonville, Kentucky, November 13, 2009, when a tree fell back on James, killing him. Jerry White says his father typically cut down trees and would use the wood to heat his home or sell it, according to WKYT-TV. White died of blunt force trauma. 

  

Landscaper killed in chain saw accident 
A landscaper was killed in Bethesda, Maryland, November 14, 2009, in an apparent chain saw accident. 

Witnesses told police that the man lost control of the saw while on a ladder trimming a tree branch, according to The Washington Post. 
The man, 35 years old, was injured in the upper body and fell from the ladder. Investigators estimated that the man was 30 feet up when he fell. 

  

Homeowner injured trimming branches 
Jerry Hutchinson of Liverpool Township, Ohio, was injured while reportedly attempting to trim branches from a tree on his property with a chain saw November 14, 2009. A branch fell on top of him, knocking him off of his ladder. Hutchinson fell approximately 15 feet to the ground. Life-team medics were dispatched to the scene at which time Hutchinson was unconscious due to serious injuries, according to The Review. Hutchinson was transported to a Pittsburgh hospital by helicopter.* 

  

Man killed by felled tree 
James Kiebler of Washington Township, Pennsylvania, died after a partially fallen tree he was cutting along a road in Washington Township November 14, 2009, fell back and slammed him to the ground. Kiebler died of asphyxiation. Rescue crews had to drive all-terrain vehicles and a pickup truck along a narrow dirt path to get to the accident site, according to wpxi.com.* 

  

Bucket truck tips, injuring worker 
A county tree worker was injured November 16, 2009, after a bucket truck fell onto its side in Fairfield Township, Ohio, with him in the bucket. Aaron Broughton was conscious when taken to the hospital but complaining of hip and shoulder soreness. The truck rolled onto the passenger side, with the fully extended bucket landing roughly 15 feet from a home’s front porch. Broughton was part of a seven-person tree trimming crew that was parked and cutting limbs at the time. 

Broughton fell roughly 30 feet inside the fully extended bucket after the pads under the outriggers on the truck apparently slipped, according to The Oxford Press.* 

  

Man injured by felled tree 
An Ohio man was critically injured November 16, 2009, when a tree he was attempting to cut down fell on him. Andrew W. Beck, 28, of Lower Salem, Ohio, was transported by medical helicopter to Ruby Memorial Hospital in Morgantown after the incident. 

Beck and another man were cutting trees for firewood on Beck’s family property, according to The Marietta Times. He was cutting a tree that was 16 to 18 inches in diameter and was attempting to cut it so it would fall downhill, but the tree fell uphill. 

Beck was unconscious when rescuers arrived and did not regain consciousness while being treated at the scene. He sustained injuries to his head and had suspected internal injuries. 

  

Worker hurt by felled tree 
A New Hampshire tree worker was injured November 16, 2009, while removing a white pine after the 25-foot top he’d cut got caught in a nearby tree and rolled, its butt hitting him. The worker was about 30 feet up in the tree. The butt of the section struck his chest and abdomen and ripped his shirt off as it came loose, leaving him with bruised ribs, internal bruising, a badly sprained ankle, cuts and scrapes. 

“I let myself get side tracked thinking about the new ground man and getting the job done. Production isn’t everything! I could be dead right now, but fortunately I am just sore and have to take a couple of days off. All I would have had to do was take the tree it got hung up in first! I sure did give the wife and kids quite a scare,” the worker wrote on www.treebuzz.com.* 

  

Tree worker killed in struck-by 
A 24-year-old Sedro-Woolley, Washington, man was killed November 19, 2009, when a tree he was taking down fell on him in unincorporated Stanwood. The man, reportedly employed as a private contractor with a logging and tree service company, was doing storm cleanup work in a heavily wooded area on private property, according to the Seattle Times. 

The man was using a chain saw to bring down an unstable tree that had fallen and was partially suspended by the branches of nearby trees when a large section of the unstable tree fell on him. He died at the scene. A man working with him was not hurt. 

  

Falling limb kills transportation worker 
A state Department of Transportation worker and father of two from Forks, Washington, died November 19, 2009, after a tree branch fell on him while he was helping to clear another tree that had fallen on a roadside. Neal Richards, 42, was pronounced dead at the scene shortly after the branch hit him, according to the Peninsula Daily News. 

Richards, a maintenance lead technician, and five other transportation workers were removing a fallen tree on the side of U.S. Highway 101, about 11 miles west of Port Angeles, Washington. Richards was using a chain saw to cut up a fallen tree when a branch from another tree came loose and hit him. It was unclear why the branch from the other tree fell. The fallen tree was not resting on that branch, and it remained unknown if it was knocked loose by the tree when it fell. 

  

Homeowner killed in struck-by 
A Norwell, Massachusetts, man died November 21, 2009, as a result of a tree-cutting accident at his home. Scott Wilson, 42, was cutting down a large tree in his yard when the tree fell suddenly, knocking down another tree, which fell on him. Wilson was wearing a helmet, but was badly injured. An ambulance transported Wilson to South Shore Hospital, where he was pronounced dead on arrival, according to the Metro West Daily News.* 

  

Homeowner killed by felled tree 
A Liverpool, New York, man died November 21, 2009, after the tree he was cutting down at his home fell on him. 

Lynn M. Perry, 67, was home alone when he was cutting down the tree. A family member found Perry unconscious, according to The Post-Standard. 

Fire Department members lifted the tree off of Perry, who suffered a traumatic upper body injury. Perry was taken by ambulance to Upstate University Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. 

Submitted by Michael Delpha of Jordan, N.Y., and Brian C. Skinner of Syracuse. 
  

Teen killed in wood chipper incident 
A Poquoson, Virginia, teen died November 22, 2009, when he was pulled into a wood chipper. Frank Anthony Gornick, 14, was working with a tree and lawn care service crew doing tree trimming and using a chipper when the incident occurred, according to WAVY.com and fox43tv.com. Gornick was apparently shoveling debris into the back of the chipper, when the shovel he was using got caught in the blades and somehow pulled him into the machine. Gornick died at the scene. 

  

Tree-Trimmer Hits 12K-Volt Power Line 
A tree trimmer who hit a 12,000-volt line suffered severe burns and shock November 23, 2009 in Modesto, California. 

The man was working in a bucket truck when while cutting the tree, according to KCRA Channel 3 in Sacramento. He was taken to Memorial Medical Center. 

  

Police officer killed in chain saw accident 
A Bow, New Hampshire, police officer was killed November 24, 2009, in an accident involving a chain saw at his home in Epsom, N.H. Nathan Taylor, 34, was alone, trimming tree branches on his property when the chain saw apparently kicked back and cut across his upper body. Taylor was able to call 911, but by the time paramedics arrived, he was dead, according to WMUR Channel 9. 

Initial police reports indicated Taylor was struck in the neck with a chain saw, according to the New Hampshire Union Leader. 

  

Homeowner injured in fall from ladder 
A homeowner pruning branches from the top of an extension ladder in Guilford, Vermont, November 29, 2009, was injured when when a cut limb swept the ladder out from underneath him. He fell approximately 20 feet, sustaining a broken ankle, broken heel, dislocated pelvis, several cracked vertebrae, fractured ribs and a concussion. 

Reported first-hand by TCIA staff. 
  

Students hurt when bus hit by tree limb 
Several schoolchildren suffered minor injuries when a tree branch fell on a passing school bus in Memphis, Tennessee, November 30, 2009. 

The bus was taking students, ages 15 to 19, from Wooddale and Kirby high schools to Sheffield Career and Technical Center at the time of the incident. 

A tree service crew was cutting down large branches from two trees at a house, and had tied off a rope across the street to another tree. The bus struck the rope, causing a metal vent on the roof of the bus to fall inside the bus, injuring several students. Ten of the 25 or so on the bus were taken by ambulance to area hospitals in noncritical condition, according to The Commercial Appeal. 

A citation for street obstruction was issued for the owner of the home where the tree cutting was being done. 

Submitted by Paul M. Mautz, CTSP, Southfield, Michigan. 

  

Tree trimmer hurt when thrown from bucket 
A New Hampshire tree worker who fell at least 30 feet from an aerial lift while cutting a tree Nov. 30, 2009, at a Keene, N.H., residence was listed in fair condition at a nearby hospital after the accident. Mark Priest, a tree service company employee, was working from a tracked boom-lift when a tree he and other workers were cutting fell and struck the lift, according to the Keene Sentinel. 

Priest was in the lift’s bucket while the others were using a rope to try and direct where the pine tree would fall, according to the Manchester Union Leader. Priest, who was not attached to a safety harness, was thrown from the bucket. 

 
Man injured in palm tree fall
A 45-year-old man who spent years trimming trees faced life-threatening injuries after falling from a palm he was trimming August 1, 2009, in Mesa, Arizona. A witness who saw the accident from his nearby apartment said something went wrong when the man was tightening the rope, according to a report on myfoxphoenix.com.

“He slipped and he didn’t even have time to grab the tree and it looked like he jumped off and landed on the side and was gargling his own blood,” the witness said.

Firefighters reported that the man was about halfway up the tree, about 30 feet up, when he fell, landing face first on the sidewalk. He was rushed to Scottsdale Osborn Hospital with facial injuries, a collapsed lung and a dislocated arm.

A firefighter reported that the trimmer was using new equipment, and that it was unclear whether it failed or if the trimmer just wasn’t familiar with it. The man has about 25 years of experience trimming palm trees and had never fallen before, according to the report.

Honey bees attack trimmer
A tree trimmer required medical treatment after being attacked by bees while removing a gum tree with a crane and bucket truck in Lafayette, Louisiana, August 2, 2009. The trunk was about 45 feet tall and had three vertical limbs, each about 30 feet long, according to a post from the victim on www.treebuzz.com. He’d noticed a cavity with honeybees about 10 feet above the trunk. He cut the limb and the crane put the limb down, then did the same with the second limb. After strapping the third limb, the bees attacked, stinging him more than 100 times. The trimmer was able to get down and into his truck, but passed out en route to the hospital. “I did not feel nauseous, but did pass out and even stopped breathing; fortunately I was in the ambulance at that time,” the victim wrote. “I think an EpiPen saved my life. My son ran into a doctor’s office and told them what happened and they came out and stuck me with a pen, which the paramedics said probably saved me. I will be carrying one with me now.”*

Firefighter dies doing tree work
Brian Ball, 34, an off-duty Bartlett, Tennessee, firefighter was killed August 3, 2009, doing tree work in an area of Memphis damaged by tornadoes a week earlier. Memphis firefighters received a report of a tree falling on Ball, but it was removed by the time they arrived. Working a second job, Ball was apparently working on trees damaged by the storm when he was trapped under a fallen tree. He was pronounced dead from the injuries at Saint Francis Hospital-Bartlett.*

Car hits crane truck
A crane truck working with a tree service collided with a car on Route 113 in Pepperell, Massachusetts, August 6, 2009, trapping the driver of the car. The Jaws of Life was used to remove the driver, who was rushed to a hospital. The tree service and crane were getting set up. The driver of the car, possibly blinded by glare from the morning sun, hit the rear two axles of the crane. The car’s driver was the only one injured.*

Trimmer electrocuted, falls
A tree trimmer died August 6, 2009, after he fell onto a power line while working on a tree in Irving Park, Illinois. Emergency crews found Marian Malewski, 64, of North Nottingham, on the ground with serious head trauma and serious burns to his arms and hands. He was pronounced dead at the scene*

Chipper accident kills one, injures one
Bradley Michael Newberry, 39, of Bessemer, Michigan, was killed and another man injured in a wood chipper accident August 12, 2009, in Ironwood, Mich. The accident occurred as a work crew cleared brush along a trail. Several news reports cited a “chipper malfunction” as the cause accident, but offered no further details. The injured 25-year-old Ironwood man was treated at a local hospital. The Ironwood Public Safety Department and Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration were investigating.*

Man killed in struck-by
Doug Krout, 29, of Covington, Indiana, died August 12, 2009, after being injured while cutting a tree in Covington. Krout was apparently cutting a tree that had blown down during a storm the previous week. The tall stump, or spar, was still standing, and a rope was attached to the truck, according to police. Krout was cutting the stump when it apparently split and hit him in the back of the head.

Krout had a pulse and medical personnel attempted to revive him, but he was pronounced dead at the scene.*

Tree trimmer stung more than 200 times
Jon Sigurdson, 52, of Cambria, California, was cutting limbs from a eucalyptus tree August 14, 2009, on a ranch in Santa Paula when he was stung numerous times by Africanized honeybees, also known as “killer bees.”

Sigurdson was about 75 feet in the air and trying to take down a limb that had bees swarming around it. He didn’t notice anything unusual about the bees, so he cut the limb, which fell to the ground. Moments later, the bees were back, stinging his eyelids, ears and face while others flew up his shirt. He kicked away from the tree, hoping to get away from them and rappel down the rope that was attached above, but his backup harness was getting caught on the tree. A ground worker with him was unable to help.

When Sigurdson finally reached the ground, the ground worker tried to help but was chased off by the swarm. He came back with a hose and scared most of the bees off, but many were still tangled in Sigurdson’s hair. Stingers jutted from his eyelids.

The ranch owner heard the commotion and ran out with a shot of epinephrine, which helps counteract allergic reactions to bee stings that can be lethal. Sigurdson was apparently having trouble breathing when the ambulance showed up, according to a report in the Ventura County Star.

Nurses at the hospital later counted more than 200 stings all over his body.

Trimmer stung by angry bees
A man working for a tree-trimming contractor in St. Petersburg, Florida, was stung about 20 times August 17, 2009, after cutting a limb containing a bees’ nest. A street was blocked off on both sides as authorities dealt with the bees as well as power lines brought down by the falling limb. The injured tree trimmer was stung so many times that firefighters advised him to go to a hospital.*

Homeowner strikes line trimmer with car
A utility worker trimming trees in Dallas, Texas, was struck by an irate homeowner’s car August 19, 2009. 

A 61-year-old homeowner became upset that a utility work crew was pruning branches of his tree. The homeowner tried to block the utility truck with his own vehicle, bumping the utility employee in the process. The worker was not seriously injured. Police said the homeowner could be charged with aggravated assault with a motor vehicle. They said investigators were trying to determine if the incident was intentional or accidental. A police spokesperson said people should never let their emotions get the best of them, no matter how strongly they disagree with the company’s practice of removing tree limbs that grow too close to power lines.*

Landscaper electrocuted using leaf blower
A landscaper was electrocuted August 19, 20009, while blowing leaves at an apartment complex in southwest Houston, Texas. An eyewitness says the worker’s leaf blower came in contact with an air conditioning unit and electrocuted the worker. Three other workers tried to help, but also got shocked. They finally used a board to move the worker away from the air conditioner. Doctors pronounced him dead at a hospital.*

Landscaper injured in fall from tree 

A landscaping worker fell at least 30 feet from a tree while trimming tree branches August 20, 2009, in Lakewood, California. The 49-year-old man was working with other employees trimming tree branches at a residence when the fall occurred. The cause of the fall is unknown. The man was flown to a hospital, where he was treated for severe back pain and injuries to his left leg. *

Man suffers multiple fractures in fall from tree
A 40-year-old man was hospitalized after falling from a tree and suffering multiple bone fractures August 21, 2009, in Fountain City, Indiana, near Richmond. The man was working for a tree-trimming service, according to the Palladium-Item report. Following the incident, the man was airlifted to Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, Ohio, to be treated for the injuries.

Man dies in fall from bucket truck
A line clearance worker died after falling from a bucket truck while trimming trees in Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, August 22, 2009.David Winkler, 48, fell 25 feet from the bucket to the ground, according to a Pittsburgh-Post Gazette report. He was pronounced dead a short time later at a local hospital. An autopsy today showed he died of blunt force trauma to his head and trunk.

Mr. Winkler was employed by a large national tree trimming contractor working for Duquesne Light Co., clearing trees from power lines.

Man killed by felled tree
Adam Young Hughes, 39, of Cary, North Carolina, died August 25, 2009, when a tree fell on him in his yard while he was trying to cut it down. The dead tree was about 25 feet tall. Hughes had apparently tied a rope around the tree to keep it from falling on his house.* 

Man seriously injured in platform lift fall
A Forada, Minnesota, man was in critical condition after falling 40 feet while trimming trees August 26, 2009 in Alexandria, Minnesota. Joe Steinhagen was working from a scissor-lift platform, according to a report on www.echopress.com. Another worker, Terry Pavek, also of Forada, was operating the equipment to raise the platform when Steinhagen shifted his weight. The equipment, which was on a slope, overturned and Steinhagen was thrown off. 

Steinhagen was taken to the Douglas County Hospital and later air-lifted to the Hennepin County Medical Center, where he was admitted in critical condition.

Climber injured in struck-by, rescued
A tree trimmer was rescued after being struck by a cut limb and injured while approximately 75 feet up in a tree in Hopewell, New Jersey, August 25, 2009.

Jose Chavez-Chojan, 29, of Camden, N.J., an employee of Crookstown, N.J., tree service, was working with another individual cutting down trees, according to a report from WPVI-TV in Philadelphia. He was cutting large branches and lowering them by rope to the ground. As he cut one branch, it swung and struck him hard in the chest. 

Chavez-Chojan, tied into the tree with a safety harness, was experiencing difficulty breathing and was unable to climb down on his own. Rescuers were able to load him into an aerial lift and he was safely brought to the ground. Chavez-Chojan suffered chest injuries, potentially some rib fractures. 

Motorist killed in crash with tree truck
Alana Michelle Hester, 17, of Amissville, Virginia, died at the scene of the two-vehicle collision with a tree service truck in Culpeper, Va. August 27, 2009.

Hester was driving a 2006 Toyota Corolla when she pulled out of a school driveway into the path of a 2002 Ford F-650 tree service truck. The truck, towing a large wood chipper, broadsided the car, causing the trailer to jackknife. The truck’s driver, William N. Hoyt, 41 of Culpeper, and an unidentified male passenger were not injured. A preliminary investigation indicated Hoyt was not at fault. No one else was in Hester’s car. Witnesses said it appeared the young woman followed another car out of the school’s driveway and either didn’t see the truck or misjudged the distance of the oncoming vehicle.* 

Tree worker injured under fallen tree
Johnny Sanders, 30, was part of an experienced tree trimming crew cutting down a large maple tree in Eaton Ohio, August 28, 2009, when the tree they were working on toppled over on top of him. A member of the crew grabbed an excavator and used it to take the weight of the tree off Sanders, according to a WHIOTV.com report. Sanders was rushed to Miami Valley Hospital by Careflight and was listed in fair condition. 

Internet Based Resource List
· TCIA: Tree Care Industry Association: www.treecareindustry.org/public/safety_accident_briefs.htm 

· Tree World Discussion Forum: www.treeworld.info 

· ArboristSite Discussion Forum: www.arboristsite.com/index.php
· AIE Discussion Forum: http://forum.aie.org.uk
· PowerPoint Presentation on Barber-chair splitting & cutting Dutchman’s: www.treeworld.info/manualuploads/treefellingbarberchair.ppt
Coutesy of Eric Frei
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