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Trees provide pleasant shade around the home and are friendly to our
environment, but tree roots can create havoc with the underground 
sewer system.

Tree roots are currently responsible for the majority of Melbourne’s sewer
and drain blockages. These problems are most common in household
properties. For example, roots of poplar trees have been found in pipes
more than 30 metres beyond the tree base and like other ‘problem species’
such as willows, figs, rubber trees and large eucalypts, they can also
damage buildings, footpaths, fences and pipes.

With new design standards allowing sewers to be constructed at a
shallower depth, the risk of tree root infiltration is increasing. However, it
is a problem which can be avoided if care is taken when selecting trees
and deciding where to plant them.

Trees Versus Pipes

Few people realise just how aggressive tree roots can be in their endless
search for moisture and nutrients. Your property sewer pipes are a prime
target, and if there’s the slightest way in through the smallest fracture, the
tree roots will find it.

A Costly Problem

Tree roots searching out moisture in a sewer pipe
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It is better for everyone involved to prevent the problem rather than treat
the damage as it occurs. Before you plant trees, make sure you know where
the sewer pipes on your property are located.

To find out where your property sewer pipes are located, you can obtain a
Property Sewerage Plan from South East Water by calling 131 694 or
visiting our customer service centre at 20 Corporate Drive, Moorabbin.
There is a charge for this service. The Property Sewerage Plan details the
type and location of sewer pipes on your property, and with this information
you can avoid planting new trees or shrubs over or near your sewer pipes.

When selecting trees, visit your local nursery for advice. They will assist you
in choosing the appropriate trees or shrubs for your garden, and more
importantly those trees you should avoid planting near pipes. Although
there are no hard and fast rules, there are however, certain problem species
that require particular care when deciding where to plant. 

Prevention is Better than the Cure

Planting in Nature Strips

If you would like to plant trees in your nature strip you should first gain
permission from your local council and then contact South East Water to
ascertain the location of the sewer and water mains and drainage pipes. 
You will also need to consider hazardous situations such as overhead
powerlines, taking into account the size of the tree when it reaches full
maturity. Blind spots near driveways are also another hazardous situation
and you should also consider your neighbours’ buildings, paving and drains
when planting.

Once in the system, hair-like roots may grow into a fibrous mass, spreading
long distances within the pipe, reducing flow and eventually causing
blockages and pipe damage. As well as being inconvenient, this problem
can be costly. Property owners are responsible for maintaining all plumbing
fixtures up to the connection with South East Water’s sewer branch, which is
usually inside the property boundary. Only licensed plumbers are permitted
to work on sewer pipes.

If a tree is identified as causing a blockage to one of South East Water’s
sewer mains, you can elect to have us remove the offending tree at no
cost to you.
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B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

The list below is a selection of plants that may be planted within 2 metres
of underground pipes.

Pipe Friendly Species

Acacia amblygona Austraflora Winter Gold
Acacia drumondii Drummonds Wattle
Acacia myrtifolia Myrtle Wattle
Acacia verticillata Prickly Moses
Achillea clypeolata Silver Yarrow
Achillea filipendulina Yarrow
Actinotus helianthi Sydney Flannel Flower
Aechmea fasciata Silver Urn Plant
Aeonium holochrysum
Agave attenuata Swan Neck Agave
Ageratum houstonianum Pussy Foot, Floss Flower
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent Grass
Agrostis tenuis Colonial Bent Grass
Allium triquetrum 3 Cornered Garlic, Angled Onion
Ammaryllis belladonna Belladonna Lily
Anemone coronaria De Caen Anemones
Anemone x hybrida Japanese Wind Flower
Anthemis montana Daisy
Anthemis tinctoria Golden Marguerite Daisy 
Anthurium andraeanum Flamingo Lily
Aphelandra squarrosa Zebra Plant
Aquilegia vulgaris Granny’s Bonnet, Columbines
Argyranthemum frutescens Marguerite Daisy
Armeria maritima Thrift
Artemisia arborescens Silky Wormwood
Artemisia frigida Silver Daisy
Arthropodium strictum Chocolate Lily
Arundinaria viridistriata Variegated Dwarf Bamboo
Asplenium australasicum Birds Nest Fern
Aster frikartii Purple Daisy
Aster novi-belgii
Astilbe x arendsii
Astroloma conostephioides Flame Heath
Astroloma pinifolium Pine Heath
Babiana stricta
Baccharis pilularis Twin Peaks, Prostrate Coyote Bush
Banksia dryandroides Dryandra Leaf Banksia
Banksia petiolaris
Banksia repens
Bauera rubioides Wiry Bauera
Bauera sessiflora Grampians Bauera
Begonia rex Painted Leaf Begonia
Begonia x cultorum Bedding Begonia
Bergenia schmidtii Elephants Ear
Blechnum nudum Fishbone Water Fern
Boronia spp. Boronia
Boronia megastigma Brown Boronia
Boronia muelleri
Bouvardia longiflora
Brachyscome multifida Purple Daisy
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B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

Brachysema celsianum Swan River Pea
Brachysema sericeum
Bulbine bulbosa Bulbine Lily
Burchardia umbellata Milk Maids
Bystropogon origanifolius Canary Island Smoke Bush
Coreopsis grandiflora Daisy
Carex appressa Tall Sedge
Carex tereticaulis
Ceanothus griseus - var. horizantalis Carmel Creeper
Centranthus ruber
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides Creeping Plumbago
Ceratostigma willmottianum
Chorizema cordatum Flame Pea
Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting Daisy
Cleome hassleriana Spider Flower
Clivia miniata Kaffir Lily
Colchicum speciosum Autumn Crocus
Conostylis seorsiflora
Conostylis candicans
Convolvulus cneorum Bush Morning Glory
Convolvulus sabiatus Ground Morning Glory
Coprosma acerosa
Correa Dusky Bells
Correa bauerlerii Chefs Cap Correa
Correa reflexa Australian Fuschia
Cosmos bipinnatus Cosmos
Cotoneaster dammeri Bearberry Cotoneaster
Crinum x powellii Cape Lily
Crocosmia aurea Falling Stars
Crowea exalata Small Crowea
Crowea saligna Willow-leaved Crowea
Cynara scolymus Globe Artichoke
Cynodon dactylon Couch
Cyrtomium falcatum Japanese Holly Fern
Dampiera diversifolia
Dampiera linearis Common Dampiera
Danthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby Grass
Daphne adora Winter Daphne
Daphne x burkwoodii Burkwoods Daphne
Daviesia brevifolia Leafless Bitter Pea
Delphinium x belladonna Belladonna Delphinium
Dianthus barbatus Sweet William
Dietes bicolor Spanish Iris
Dietes grandiflora Wild Iris
Disphyma crassifolium Rounded Noon-Flower
Dryandra drumondii
Echeveria spp. Hens & Chickens
Echinacea purpurea Purple Cone Flower
Echium candicans Pride of Madeira
Echium hardiense
Epacris impressa Native Heath
Epacris longiflora Native Fuschia
Erigeron karvinskianus Seaside Daisy
Eriostemon spp. Wax Flower
Eryngium planum Sea Holly
Eschscholzia californica Californian Poppy
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B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

Eucomis comosa Pineapple Lily
Euphorbia  characias - subsp. Wolfeni
Euphorbia milii - var. splendens Crown of Thorns
Euphorbia rigida 
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue
Festuca ovina - var. glauca Blue Fescue
Festuca rubra - var. commutata Chewings Fescue
Foeniculum  vulgare Bronze Fennel
Freesia hybrida Freesia
Geranium sanguineum Bloody Cranes Bill
Gerbera jamesonii Barberton Daisy
Geum ‘Tangerine’ Avens
Gladiolus Painted Laidies
Gladiolus x hortulanus Garden Gladiolus
Grevillea ‘Boongala Spinebill’
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Royal Mantle’ Creeping Grevillea
Grevillea aquifolium Holly Leaved Grevillea
Grevillea bipinnatifida Grape Grevillea
Grevillea gaudichaudii
Grevillea intricata
Grevillea lanigera Woolly Grevillea
Grevillea montis-cole
Grevillea sericea
Grevillea speciosa - subsp. dimorpha
Grevillea thelemanniana Spider Net Grevillea
Guichenotia macantha
Gunnera manicata Brazilian Rhubarb
Gypsophila paniculata Baby’s Breath
Hakea sericea Silky Hakea
Hebe diosmifolia
Hebe speciosa Veronica
Hedychium gardnerianum Ginger Lily
Helenium autumnale Sneezewort
Helleborus foetidus Stinking Hellebore
Helleborus lividus subsp. corsicus Corsican Hellebore
Helleborus orientalis Lenton Rose
Hemerocallis Day Lily
Heterocentron procumbens Creeping Lasiandra
Hibbertia prostrata Bundled Guinea Flower
Holcus mollis Variegated Yorkshire Fog
Hosta plantaginea Fragrant Plantain Lily
Hosta undulata Wavy Leaf Plantain Lily
Howea longifolia
Hyacinthoides hispanica Spanish Blue Bell
Impatiens walleriana Busy Lizzy
Iris ‘Professor Blaauw’ Dutch Iris
Iris germanica Bearded Iris
Iris orientalis Swamp Iris
Iris pacific coast hybrids
Iris unguicularis Algerian Iris
Isopogon ceratophyllus Horny Cone Bush
Ixia maculata Corn Lily
Juncus pallidus Pale Rush
Juniperus chinesis Chinese Juniper
Juniperus conferta Shore Juniper
Juniperus horizontalis Creeping Juniper
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B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

Juniperus sabina Savin Juniper
Kennedia prostrata Creeping Coral Pea
Kunzea pamifera
Lamium maculatum Spotted Deadnettle
Lantana montevidensis Trailing Lantana
Lavendula lanata Woolly Leaved Lavender
Leptospermum ‘Horizontalis’ Sprawling Tea Tree
Leucanthemum x superbum Shasta Daisy
Leucophyta brownii Cushion Bush
Limonium perezii Statice
Lomandra longifolia Spiny-Headed Mat-Rush
Lomatia silaifolia Crinkle Bush
Lychnis chalcedonica Maltese Cross
Lychnis coronaria Dusty Miller
Macropidia fuliginosa Black Kangaroo Paw
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon Grape
Mahonia japonica
Matthiola incana Stock
Micromyrtus ciliata
Mimulus aurantiacus Monkey Flower
Monarda didyma Oswego Tea
Myoporum debile
Narcissus poeticus Pheasant’s Eye
Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue Eyes
Nepeta x faassenii Catmint
Nephrolepis cordifolia Sword Fern
Nerine bowdenii Pink Spider Lily
Ochna serrulata Carnival Bush
Olearia spp. Daisy Bush
Ophiopogon japonicus Mondo Grass
Orthrosanthus laxus
Papaver nudicaule Iceland Poppy
Pelargonium denticulatum
Pelargonium tomentosum Peppermint Geranium
Pennisetum alopecuroides Fountain Grass
Pentsemon ‘Swan Lake’
Pentsemon hartwegii x cobaea Pentsemon
Petunia x hybrida Petunia
Phebalium lamprophyllum
Phebalium whitei
Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage
Physostegia virginiana Obediant Plant
Pieris japonica Sacred Bamboo
Pimelea nivea White Rice Flower
Platylobium obtusangulum
Plectranthus eklonii
Plumbago auriculata Blue Plumbago
Poa labillardieri Tussock Poa
Prostanthera baxteri
Prostanthera cuneata Alpine Mint Bush
Prostanthera denticulata
Protea cynaroides King Protea
Protea neriifolia Oleander Leaved Protea
Ranunculus asiaticus Persian Buttercups
Raphiolepis x delacourii
Restio teraphyllus Tassel Rush
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B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

Rhagodia spinescens Spiny Saltbush
Rhapis excelsa Lady / Rhapis Palm
Rhododendron Indica hybrids Indian Azalea
Rosa ‘Complicata’
Rosa ‘Fantin Latour’
Rosa damascena
Rosa gallica ‘Versicolor’
Rosa rugosa ‘Frau Dagmar Hartopp’
Rubus calycinoides
Rudbeckia fulgida - var. speciosa Coneflower
Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s Broom
Ruta graveolens Rue
Salvia farinacea Mealy Sage
Saxifraga stolonifera Mother of Thousands
Scabiosa anthemifolia
Scabiosa caucasica Scabious
Scaevola auriculata Fan Flower
Scilla peruviana Cuban Lily
Silene dioica Red Campion
Solidago canadensis Golden Rod
Spathiphyllum ‘Mauna Loa’ Peace Lily
Spiraea prunifolia ‘Plena’
Stackhousia monogyna Creamy Candles
Stenanthemum scortechinii Ball Cryptandra
Sternbergia lutea Lily of the Field
Stypandra glauca Nodding Blue Lily
Symphoricarpos albus Snow Berry
Symphytum officinale Comfrey
Tanacetum parthenium ‘Aureum’ Golden Feverfew
Tanacetum ptarmiciflorum Silver Lace Plant
Targetes erecta African Marigold
Tellima grandiflora Fringe Cups
Tetratheca ciliata Pink Bells
Teucrium fruticans Tree Germander
Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass
Thryptomene saxicola
Tradescantia x andersoniana Spiderwort
Tritonia crocata Blazing Stars
Tulbaghia violacea Society Garlic
Vallota speciosa Scarborough Lily
Verbascum thapsus Common Mullein
Vinca major Greater Periwinkle
Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle
Viola hederacea Native Violet
Watsonia pyramidata Watsonia
Westringia spp. Westringia
Zantedeschia aethiopica Arum Lily
Zephyranthes candida Flower of the West Wind
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Problem Species

The following species are examples of trees and shrubs that are commonly
planted in suburban gardens and have been identified as responsible for
causing sewer and pipeline blockages. They should not be planted closer
than 2 metres to any pipes.

Abelia rupestris Chinese Abelia
Abelia schumannii
Abelia ‘Summer Gold’ Golden Abelia
Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Wattle
Acacia argyrophylla Golden Grey Mulga
Acacia armata Kangaroo Thorn
Acacia brachybotrya Grey Mulga
Acacia burkittii Sand Hill Wattle
Acacia buxifolia Box - leaf Wattle
Acacia calamifolia Wallowa Wattle
Acacia cometes
Acacia continua Thorn Wattle
Acacia cultriformis Knife-leaved Wattle
Acacia cyclops W.A. Coastal Wattle
Acacia drummondii Drummond Wattle
Acacia floribunda Gossamer Wattle
Acacia glandulicarpa Gland Wattle, Hairy Pod Wattle
Acacia glaucoptera Flat Wattle
Acacia gracilifolia
Acacia hakeoides Hakea Wattle
Acacia howittii Sticky Wattle
Acacia iteaphylla Flinders Range Wattle
Acacia ligulata Umbrella Brush
Acacia longifolia Sallow Wattle
Acacia menzelii Menzel’s Wattle
Acacia microbotrya
Acacia notabilis Notable Wattle
Acacia podalyriifolia Queensland Silver Wattle
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle
Acacia retinodes Wirilda
Acacia rigens Nealie, Needle Bush Wattle
Acacia rivalis Silver Wattle 
Acacia rotundifolia Round-leaved Wattle
Acacia sclerophylla Hard-leaf Wattle
Acacia sophorae S.A. Coastal Wattle
Acacia sowdenii Western Myall
Acacia spectabilis Mudgee Wattle
Acacia spinescens Spiny Wattle
Acacia trineura Hindmarsh Wattle
Acacia verniciflua Varnish Wattle
Acacia vestita Hairy Wattle
Acacia victoriae Elegant or Bramble Wattle
Acacia wilhelmiana Dwarf Nealie
Acmena paniculata Bush Cherry
Acmena smithii (Eugenia) Lilly Pilly

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

9



Actinostrobus pyramidalis Swan River Cypress
Agonis juniperina Juniper Myrtle
Aloe arborescens Tree Aloe
Anigozanthos flavidus Yellow Kangaroo Paw
Astartea ambigua
Astartea fascicularis
Atriplex cinerea Coast Saltbush
Atriplex nummularia Old Man Saltbush
Atriplex rhagodioides Silver Saltbush
Atriplex semibaccata Berry Saltbush
Baeckea behrii Broombush
Banksia baueri Teddy Bear Bush
Banksia brownii Red Banksia
Banksia caleyi Caley’s Banksia
Banksia collina Hill Banksia
Banksia dryandroides Dryandra Leaved Banksia
Banksia ericifolia Heath-leaved Banksia
Banksia grandis Bull Banksia
Banksia hookerana Hooker’s Banksia
Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia
Banksia media Golden Stalk
Banksia nutans Nodding Banksia
Banksia ornata Desert Banksia
Banksia sphaerocarpa Round-fruited Banksia
Bauera sparsa Swamp or Gravel Bottlebrush
Bauhinia variegata (and forms) Orchid Tree, Bauhinia
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Brachysema lanceolata Swan River Pea Bush
Callistemon brachyandrus Prickly Bottlebrush
Callistemon ‘Captain Cook’ Captain Cook Bottlebrush
Callistemon citrinus (C. lanceolatus) Crimson Bottlebrush
Callistemon ‘Harkness’ Gawler Hybrid Bottlebrush
Calothamnus homalophyllus Murchison Claw Flower
Callistemon ‘Kings Park Special’ Kings Park Bottlebrush
Callistemon lilacinus (C. violaceus) Lilac Bottlebrush
Callistemon macropunctatus (C. rugulosus) S.A. Red Bottlebrush
Callistemon pallidus Lemon Bottlebrush
Callistemon phoeniceus Fiery Bottlebrush
Callistemon pinifolius Green Bottlebrush
Callistemon polandii
Callistemon rigidus Stiff-leaved Bottlebrush
Callistemon salignus Willow Bottlebrush
Callistemon speciosus Albany Bottlebrush
Callistemon teretifolius Needle or Bearded Bottlebrush
Callistemon viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush
Callistemon viridiflorus
Calothamnus aspera Rough-leaved Net Bush
Calothamnus quadrifidus Crimson Netbush
Calothamnus quadrifidus var. obtusa
Calothamnus villosus Wooly Netbush
Calytrix alpestris Snow Myrtle
Calytrix tetragona Fringe Myrtle
Cassia all species Cassia

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E
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Casuarina muelleriana
(Allocasuarina muelleriana) Slaty Sheoak

Ceanothus spp. Ceanothus
Centaurea cineraria Dusty Miller
Cercis siliquastrum Judas Tree
Chamelaucium uncinatum Geraldton Wax
Cistus laurifolius Laurel-leaved Rock Rose
Cistus ‘Brilliancy’ Rock Rose
Citharexylem spp. Fiddlewood
Cotoneaster frigidus Himalayan Cotoneaster
Coprosma x kirkii Creeping Coprosma
Coprosma repens Mirror Bush
Cordyline australis Cabbage Tree, Giant Dracaena
Crataegus x lavallei Lavalle Hawthorn
Crataegus oxyacantha (and forms) Hawthorn, May Tree
Crataegus phaenopyrum (C. cordata) Washington Thorn
Crataegus pubescens (C. mexicana) Mexican Thorn
Darwinia citriodora Lemon-scented Myrtle
Dillwynia hispida Red Parrot Pea
Dodonaea attenuata Narrow-leaved Hopbush
Dodonaea bursariifolia
Dodonaea hexandra
Dodonaea lobulata
Dodonaea stenophylla
Dodonaea stenozyga
Dodonaea viscosa Sticky Hopbush, Ake Ake
Dryandra formosa Showy Dryandra
Duranta repens Sky Flower, Duranta
Elaeagnus pungens Evergreen Oleaster
Eremophila alternifolia Magenta Emu Bush
Eremophila behriana
Eremophila brevifolia
Eremophila crassifolia
Eremophila calorhabdos
Eremophila decipiens
Eremophila denticulata Spreading Emu Bush
Eremophila divaricata
Eremophila drummondii
Eremophila freelingii Limestone Fuchsia
Eremophila gibbifolia
Eremophila glabra Common Emu Bush, Tar Bush
Eremophila hillii
Eremophila ionantha
Eremophila laanii
Eremophila macdonnellii
Eremophila maculata Spotted Emu Bush
Eremophila maculata var. brevifolia
Eremophila oppositifolia Twin-leaf Emu Bush, Weeooka
Eremophila polyclada White Emu Bush, Flowering Lignum
Eremophila racemosa syn. bicolour
Eremophila scoparia Silvery Emu Bush
Eremophila serrulata
Eremophila weldii
Eremophila youngii

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E
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Escallonia macrantha Common Escallonia
Eucalyptus ‘Augusta Wonder’
Eucalyptus caesia Gungurru
Eucalyptus calycogona Square-fruited Mallee
Eucalyptus cosmophylla S.A. Cup Gum
Eucalyptus crucis Southern Cross Mallee
Eucalyptus dielsii Diels Gum
Eucalyptus diversifolia S.A. Coastal Mallee
Eucalyptus eremophila Tall Sand Mallee
Eucalyptus erythrocorys Red-capped Gum
Eucalyptus erythronema Lindsay Gum
Eucalyptus foecunda (E. leptopylla) Slender-leaved Mallee
Eucalyptus forrestiana Fushia Gum
Eucalyptus gillii Curly Mallee
Eucalyptus grossa Course-leaved Mallee
Eucalyptus kruseana Kruse’s Mallee
Eucalyptus macrocarpa Rose of the West, Mottlecah
Eucalyptus orbifolia Round-leaved Mallee
Eucalyptus preissiana Bell-fruited Mallee
Eucalyptus pyriformis 

subspecies youngiana Ooldea Mallee
Eucalyptus rodantha Rose Gum
Eucalyptus rugosa Kingscote Mallee
Eucalyptus sepulcralis Weeping Gum
Eucalyptus socialis Red Mallee, Morrel
Eucalyptus spathulata Swamp Mallet
Eucalyptus stoatei Pear-fruited Gum
Eucalyptus tetragona Silver Marlock, Tallerack
Eucalyptus tetraptera Four-winged Mallee
Eucalyptus websteriana Webster’s Mallee
Euonymus japonicus Evergreen Spindle
Eupatorium sordidum Violet Mist Flower
Feijoa sellowana (and forms) Pineapple Guava
Gardenia species Gardenia
Geijera parviflora Wilga
Goodia lotifolia Golden Tip
Gossypium sturtianum Sturt’s Desert Rose
Grevillea alpina Cat’s Claw Grevillea
Grevillea argyrophylla Silver-leaved Grevillea
Grevillea aspera Rough Grevillea
Grevillea asplenifolia Fern-leaved Grevillea
Grevillea baueri
Grevillea biternata
Grevillea ‘Clearview David’
Grevillea crithmifolia
Grevillea ‘Crosbie Morrison’
Grevillea dimorpha Flame Grevillea
Grevillea glabrata Smooth Grevillea
Grevillea ‘Glen Sandra’
Grevillea hookeriana Toothbrush Grevillea
Grevillea juniperina (Upright form) Prickly Grevillea
Grevillea lavandulacea Lavender Grevillea
Grevillea pinaster
Grevillea ‘Pink Pearl’

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E
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Grevillea ‘Poorinda Constance’
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Elegance’
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Firebird’
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Peter’
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Queen’
Grevillea pterosperma Desert Grevillea
Grevillea rosmarinifolia Rosemary Grevillea
Grevillea rosmarinifolia ‘Jenkinsii’ Rosemary Grevillea
Grevillea sericea
Grevillea thelemanniana ‘Spriggs’
Grevillea victoriae Royal Grevillea
Grevillea ‘White Wings’
Guichenotia macrantha
Hakea bucculenta
Hakea elliptica Oval-leaved Hakea
Hakea incrassata
Hakea laurina Pincushion Hakea
Hakea leucoptera Needle Bush
Hakea muelleriana Mueller’s Hakea
Hakea multilineata Grass-leaved Hakea
Hakea nodosa Yellow Hakea
Hakea orthorrhyncha
Hakea petiolaris Broad-leaf Sea Urchin
Hakea preissii Christmas Hakea
Hakea rostrata Beaked Hakea
Hakea salicifolia (H. saligna) Willow Hakea
Hakea sulcata Furrowed Hakea
Hakea ulicina Furze Hakea
Hakea undulata Wavy-leaved Hakea
Hakea francisiana Bottle Brush Hakea
Hebe spp. Veronica
Hibbertia cuneiformis Cutleaf Hibbertia
Hibiscus species Hibiscus
Hovea longifolia var. lanceolata
Hypocalymma augustifolium
Hypocalymma cordifolium
Indigofera australis Australian Indigo
Jacaranda spp. Jacaranda
Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Rain Tree
Kunzea baxteri Scarlet Kunzea
Kunzea preisianna var. glabra
Lagerstroemia‘Eaveslii Mauve Crepe-Myrtle
Lagerstroemia indica Pink Crepe-Myrtle
Lasiopetalum baueri Slender Velvet Bush
Lasiopetalum behrii Pink Velvet Bush
Leptospermum coriaceum Grean Tea Tree
Leptospermum flavescens Tantoon Tea Tree
Leptospermum juniperinum
Leptospermum laevigatum Victoria Coastal Tea Tree
Leptospermum pubescens Silky Tea Tree
Leptospermum rotundifolium Round-leaved Tea Tree
Leptospermum scoparium ‘Lambethii’ New Zealand Tea Tree
Leucadendrum argenteum Silver Tree
Lonicera species Honeysuckle

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E
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Maireana sedifolia Hoary Blue Bush
Malus spp. Flowering Crabapples and Apples
Melaleuca acuminata Mallee Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca adnata
Melaleuca bracteata White Cloud Tree
Melaleuca coccinea Goldfields Bottlebrush
Melaleuca decussata Cross-leaved Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca decussata fastigiata Upright Cross-leaved Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca elachiophylla
Melaleuca elliptica Granite Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca fulgens Scarlet Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca gibbosa Slender Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca glomerata
Melaleuca hamulosa
Melaleuca hypericifolia Hillock Bush
Melaleuca incana Yellow-Flowered Grey Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca lateritia Robin Redbreast Bush
Melaleuca megacephala
Melaleuca micromera
Melaleuca microphylla
Melaleuca neglecta
Melaleuca nesophila Western Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca oraria White-flowered Paper Bark
Melaleuca pentagona
Melaleuca pulchella Claw Flower
Melaleuca quadrifaria Limestone Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca radula Graceful Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca scabra Rough Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca spathulata
Melaleuca squamea
Melaleuca steedmanii Steedman’s Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca thymifolia Thyme Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca trichophylla
Melaleuca uncinata Broombush Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca wilsonii Wilson’s Honey Mrytle
Melianthus major Large Honey Flower
Myoporum desertii Turkey Bush
Myoporum floribundum Slender Myoporum, Weeping Boobialla
Myoporum laetum Ngaio
Myoporum‘Monaro Marvel’
Myoporum parvifolium (upright form) Creeping Boobialla
Nerium oleander Oleander
Nitraria schroberii Nitre Bush
Omalanthus populifolius Queensland Poplar,Bleeding Heart Tree
Pandorea jasminoides Bower Plant
Photinia robusta Chinese Hawthorn
Photinia serrulata Chinese Hawthorn
Pimelea ferruginea Pink Rice Flower (dark & light pink)
Pittosporum undulatum
Pittosporum crassifolium Karo

(and variegated form)
Pittosporum phyllyraeoides Native Apricot, Weeping Pittosporum
Pittosporum tenuifolium New Zealand Kohuhu
Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Purpureum’

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

14



Polygala myrtifolia ‘Grandiflora’ September Bush
Prunus spp. Flowing Almonds, Plums,

Apricots, Cherries, Peaches
Pultenaea daphnoides Large-leaf Bush Pea
Pyracantha coccinea ‘Lalandei’ Lalande Firethorn
Pyracantha crenulata Nepal Firethorn
Pyracantha rodgersiana Yellow-Berry Firethorn
Regelia velutina
Rhaphiolepis x delacourii Pink India Hawthorn
Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary
Senecio magnificus Showy Groundsel
Sophora tetraptera Yellow Kowhai
Spartium junceum Spanish Broom
Spiraea spp. Spirea
Stenolobium alatum (Tecoma smithii) Winged Yellow-Trumpet
Stenolobium stans (Tecoma stans) Florida Yellow-Trumpet
Streptosolen jamesonii Orange Browallia, Marmelade Bush
Syzygium coolminianum Blue Lilly Pilly
Tecomaria capensis Fire Flower
Templetonia retusa Red Templetonia, Cockie’s Tongues
Teucrium fruticans Bush Germander
Thomasia petalocalyx
Thryptomene ericaea
Thryptomene calycina Grampians Thryptomene
Thryptomene hyporhytis
Thryptomene saxicola ‘F.C. Payne’
Verticordia chrysantha Feather Flowers
Viburnum suspensum
Viburnum tinus Laurustinus
Vitex agnus-castus Lilac Chaste Tree
Xanthorrhoea australis Grass Tree, Blackboy
Xanthorrhoea quandrangulata Grass Tree

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E
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Acacia accola Wallangarra Wattle
Acacia acuminata Raspberry Jam Wattle
Acacia aneura Mulga
Acacia baileyana Cootamundra Wattle
Acacia cyanophylla Orange Wattle
Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle
Acacia decurrens Queen Wattle, Green Wattle
Acacia fimbriata Fringed Wattle
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood
Acacia oswaldii Oswald’s Wattle
Acacia peuce Waddy
Acacia pendula Weeping Myall
Acacia salicina Broughton Willow or Wattle
Acacia stenophylla River Cooba
Acacia terminalis (A. elata) Cedar Wattle
Acer negundo Box Elder
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Agonis flexuosa W.A. Willow Myrtle, Peppermint Tree
Albizia julibrissin Silk Tree
Alnus cordata Italian Alder
Alnus glutinosa English Alder, Black Alder
Alnus jorrulensis Evergreen Alder
Alyogyne hakeifolia Desert Rose, Red-centred Hibiscus
Alyogyne huegelii Native Hibiscus, Lilac Hibiscus
Amygdalus pollardii Flowering Almond
Angophora cordata Dwarf or Scrub Apple Mrytle
Angophora costata Smooth-barked Apple Myrtle, 

Sydney Red Gum
Angophora subvelutina
Arbutus unedo Irish Strawberry
Archontophoenix cunninghamiana Bangalow Palm, Piccabeen
Atalaya hemiclauca White-wood
Banksia ashbyi Ashby’s Banksia
Banksia baxteri Bird’s Nest Banksia
Banksia burdetti Burdett’s Banksia
Banksia marginata Silver Banksia
Banksia menziesii Firewood Banksia
Banksia occidentalis Water Bush
Banksia prionotes Orange Banksia, Acorn Banksia
Banksia serrata Saw Banksia
Banksia speciosa Showy Banksia
Bauhinia carronii Queensland Bean or Ebony Tree
Berberis spp. Barberry, Berberis
Betula pendula (B. alba) Silver Birch
Bougainvillea spp.
Brachychiton acerifolium Flame Tree
Brachychiton acerifolium X populneum Hybrid Flame Tree 

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E

The following trees and shrubs can cause sewer and drain blockages.
They should not be planted closer than 3.5 metres to any pipes.

Problem Species
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Brachychiton discolor Queensland Lace Bark
Brachychiton gregorii Desert Kurrajong
Brachychiton populneus Kurrajong
Buddleja spp.
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria, Christmas Box
Callistemon ‘Burgundy’ Scarlet Bottlebrush
Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine
Callitris drummondii Sand Cypress or Bribie Island Pine
Callitris endlicheri Black Cypress Pine
Callitris preissii Slender Cypress Pine
Callitris rhomboidea Port Jackson Pine
Callitris verrucosa Shrub Cypress Pine
Calodendron capense Cape Chestnut
Castanea sativa Spanish Chestnut
Casuarina cristata Black Oak, Belah
Casuarina stricta (Allocasuarina verticillata) Weeping Sheoak,  Drooping Sheoak
Casuarina torulosa (Allocasuarina torulosa) Rose Sheoak
Celtis australis Southern Hackberry, Celtis
Celtis laevigata Mississippi Sugarberry
Celtis occidentalis American Hackberry, Celtis
Ceratonia siliqua Carob Tree
Cercis siliquastrum Judas Tree
Citharexylum spp. Fiddlewood
Corynocarpus laevigata New Zealand Laurel, Karaka
Cotoneaster pannosus Silver-leaf Cotoneaster
Cotoneaster serotina Cotoneaster
Cupressus glabra Arizona Cypress
Eremophila bignoniiflora Bignonia Emu Bush, Eurah
Eremophila longifolia Long-leaf Emu Bush, Berrigam
Erythrina indica Indian Coral Tree
Eucalyptus accedens Powder-bark, Wandoo
Eucalyptus alba White Gum
Eucalyptus anceps Kangaroo Island Mallee,

White Mallee
Eucalyptus angulosa Desert Mallee
Eucalyptus astringens Brown Mallee
Eucalyptus behriana Broad-leaved Box
Eucalyptus brachycalyx Gilga
Eucalyptus brockwayi Dundas Mahogany
Eucalyptus burdettiana Burdett Gum
Eucalyptus caesia Gungurru
Eucalyptus calcicola W.A. Coastal Gum
Eucalyptus calophylla ‘Rosea’ Pink Marri
Eucalyptus campaspe Silver Gimlet
Eucalyptus celastroides
Eucalyptus cinerea Mealy Stringybark, Argyle
Eucalyptus clelandii Cleland’s Blackbutt
Eucalyptus cneorifolia Kangaroo Island Narrow-leaved Gum
Eucalyptus concinna Victoria Desert Mallee
Eucalyptus conglobata S.A. Coastal Gum
Eucalyptus corrugata Rough-fruited Mallee
Eucalyptus crebra Narrow-leaved Ironbark
Eucalyptus currabubla
Eucalyptus cyanophylla Silver Mallee Apple

B O T A N I C A L  N A M E C O M M O N  N A M E
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Eucalyptus decipiens Limestone Marlock
Eucalyptus diptera Two-winged Gimlet
Eucalyptus dumosa White Mallee, Dumosa Mallee
Eucalyptus dundasii Dundas Blackbutt
Eucalyptus ericoides
Eucalyptus erythronema var. marginata
Eucalyptus falcata White Mallee
Eucalyptus fasciculosa Pink Gum
Eucalyptus ficifolia W.A. Scarlet Flowering Gum
Eucalyptus flocktoniae Merritt
Eucalyptus formanii
Eucalyptus forrestiana ssp dolicoryncha Fuchsia Gum
Eucalyptus gardneri Blue Mallett
Eucalyptus globulus ‘Compacta’ Bushy Blue Gum
Eucalyptus goniocalyx Long-leaved Box
Eucalyptus gracilis Yorrell
Eucalyptus huberana Rough-barked Ribbon Gum
Eucalyptus incrassata Ridge-fruited Mallee
Eucalyptus intertexta Smooth-barked Coolibah
Eucalyptus kingsmillii Kingsmill Mallee
Eucalyptus kochi
Eucalyptus kondininensis Kondinin Blackbutt
Eucalyptus landsdowneana Port Lincoln Gum
Eucalyptus largiflorens River Box, Black Box
Eucalyptus lehmannii Bushy Yate
Eucalyptus le souefii Le souef’s Blackbutt
Eucalyptus leucoxylon ‘Rosea’ Pink-flowering Blue Gum
Eucalyptus leucoxylon ssp petiolaris White Ironbark
Eucalyptus leucoxylon var. megalocarpa Large-fruited S.A. Blue Gum
Eucalyptus macrandra Long-flowered Marlock
Eucalyptus megacomuta Warty Yate
Eucalyptus morrisii Grey Mallee
Eucalyptus nutans Nodding Gum
Eucalyptus oleosa Red Mallee
Eucalyptus pachyphylla Thick-leaved Mallee
Eucalyptus pileata Ravensthrope Mallee
Eucalyptus platypus Round-leaved Moort
Eucalyptus platypus var. heterophylla Moort
Eucalyptus porosa Mallee Box
Eucalyptus pruinosa Silver Box
Eucalyptus ptychocarpa Spring Bloodwood
Eucalyptus pulverulenta Silver-leaved Mountain Gum
Eucalyptus redunca Black Marlock
Eucalyptus redunca var. melanophloia Black Marlock
Eucalyptus salubris Gimlet Gum
Eucalyptus sargentii Salt or Sargent’s Mallet
Eucalyptus scoparia Wallangarra White Gum, Willow Gum
Eucalyptus sideroxylon Manna Red Ironbark, Mugga
Eucalyptus sideroxylon ‘Rosea’ Red-flowered Red Iron Bark
Eucalyptus spathulata Swamp Mallee
Eucalyptus spathulata var. grandiflora Swamp Mallet
Eucalyptus steedmanii Steedman’s Gum
Eucalyptus stowardii Fluted Horn Mallee
Eucalyptus stricklandii Yellow-flowering Gum
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Eucalyptus tasmanica Silver Peppermint
Eucalyptus ‘Torwood’ Hybrid Coral Gum
Eucalyptus torquata Coral or Coolgardie Gum
Eucalyptus transcontinentalis Morrel, Boongul
Eucalyptus ‘Urrbrae Gum’
Eucalyptus viridis Green Mallee
Eucalyptus woodwardii Lemon-flowering Gum
Ficus pumila Creeping Fig
Ficus rubiginosa ‘Variegata’ Variegated Rusty Fig
Fraxinus excelsior ‘Aurea’ Golden Ash
Fraxinus ornus Manna Ash
Fraxinus velutina Velvet or Arizona Ash
Ginkgo biloba Maidenhair Tree
Gleditsia triacanthos (and cultivars) Honey Locust
Hakea kippistiana
Hakea oleifolia Olive-leaved Honey Myrtle
Hakea suaveolens Sweet Hakea
Harpephyllum caffrum Kaffir Plum
Hymenosporum flavum Woolum, Native Frangipani
Jacaranda spp. Jacaranda
Juglans regia Walnut
Juniperus sheppardii var. pyramidalis

(‘J.african’) Juniper
Koelreuteria paniculata Varnish Tree
Laburnum species Laburnum
Lagunaria patersonia Pyramid Tree
Ligustrum japonicum (and forms) Japanese Privet
Ligustrum lucidum (and forms) Glossy Privet
Liquidambar styraciflua Liquidambar, Sweet Gum
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree
Melaleuca alternifolia Alternate-leaved Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca armillaris Bracelet Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca diosmifolia Diosma-leaved Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark
Melaleuca halmaturorum S.A. Swamp Paper Bark
Melaleuca huegelii Chenile Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca lanceloata (M. pubescens) Dry Land Tea Tree
Melaleuca leucadendra Broad-leaved Paperbark
Melaleuca linariifolia Flax-leaved Honey Myrtle
Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly Paperbark
Melia azdarach White Cedar
Metrosideros excelsa (M. tomentosa) New Zealand Christmas Tree
Myoporum insulare Boobialla
Myoporum montanum Water Bush
Nerium oleander Oleander
Parkinsonia aculeata Jerusalem Thorn
Philadelphus spp. Mock Orange
Pinus mugo ‘Pumilio’ Swiss Mountain Pine
Pinus mugo (standard) Mountain Pine
Pistacia atlantica
Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistachio
Pittosporum revoluta Brisbane Laurel
Pittosporum rhombifolium Queensland Laurel
Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum, Australian Daphne
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Pittosporum undulatum ‘Variegatum’ Variegated Sweet Pittosporum
Platycarpum Common Myrtle
Plumbago auriculata Cape Plumbago
Podocarpus elatus Brown Pine, Plum Pine
Pyracantha atalantoides Firethorn
Pyrus spp. Flowering Pear
Quercus ilex Holm Oak
Sapium sebiferum Chinese Tallow Tree
Schefflera actinophylla Octopus/Umbrella Tree or 

Australian Ivy Palm
Sophora japonica Pagoda Tree
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan, Mountain Ash
Syzgium paniculatum Brush Cherry
Tamarix juniperina Flowering Tamarisk
Tilia cordata Small Leaf Linden
Tristania conferta (Lophostemon confertus) Brush Box
Tristaniopsis laurina Water Gum, Kanooka
Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Elm
Vitis spp. Grape Vines (including Glory Vines)
Wisteria sinensis (and forms) Chinese Wisteria
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