Council Approved Tree Contractors 
Council systems of Vegetation Protection Orders VPOs are highly prescriptive, problematic and expensive to administer methods of regulation. They are invariably misunderstood and cause conflict between resident and Council. 
Proposal of a new strategy for Councils

Tree contractors can be trained and tested to understand Council vegetation controls, objectives and judgement of VPO. Then registered with Council as Approved Tree & Vegetation Contractors ATV they can advertise as such and employed directly by residents to assess and decide tree works on private land.

Concept of how it may work

· Customer requires tree / vegetation to be removed. 

· Contacts Council approved tree contractor ATV who assess work.

· If removal Ok work is achieved ratepayer happy nil cost / impact to Council.

· If not Ok Contractor will negotiate and advise & resolve concerns.

· Council may give second opinion and negotiate tree with rate payer if needed.

· This system may run similar to current Building Surveyors who inspect consult and provide building permits with Council only acting as a regulatory body.

Some benefits of ATVs to Council 

Act for Council as environmental education officers.

Inform Council of clients issued VPOs. Council can monitor compliance.

Would have a self interest to report offences of non approved vegetation removal.

Supply information of vegetation removal or add to registrar of significant trees.

ATVs selection criteria requires arboriculture training, raising industry standards.

Cost neutral or better and many trees saved from becoming paperwork to save trees.

Some down sides

A $ fee from ATVs maybe needed to cover annual training and compliance costs.

This change will require a public relations job of promotion with tree contractors.

Contractors will need to be monitored to insure compliance with system. 

Summary

It’s an idea that just might work.  Better and cheaper to consult and instruct the 15 or 25 local tree contractors than debate argue with 50,000 plus home site owners.
Thank you for the opportunity to present my thoughts.
